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shall continue my paper till either the world or myself grow
weary of it: the latter is easily determined; and for the
former, I shall not leave it to the partiality of either party,
but to the infallible judgment of my printer. One principal
end I designed by it, was to undeceive those well-meaning
people, who have been drawn unaware into a wrong sense
of things, either by the common prejudices of education and
company, the great personal qualities of some party leaders,
or the foul misrepresentations that were constantly made of
all who durst differ from them in the smallest article. I
have known such men struck with the thoughts of some late
changes, which, as they pretend to think, were made without
any reason visible to the world. In answer to this, it is not
sufficient to allege, what nobody doubts, that a prince may
choose his own servants without giving a reason to his sub-
jects ; because it is certain, that a wise and good prince will
not change his ministers without very important reasons;
and a good subject ought to suppose, that in such a case
there are such reasons, though he be not apprised of them,
otherwise he must inwardly tax his prince of capriciousness,
inconstancy, or ill-design. Such reasons indeed, may not be
obvious to persons prejudiced, or at great distance, or short
thinkers; and therefore, if they be no secrets of state, nor
any ill consequences to be apprehended from their publica-
tion ; it is no uncommendable work in any private hand to
lay them open for the satisfaction of all men. And if what
I have already said, or shall hereafter say of this kind, be
thought to reflect upon persons, though none have been
named, I know not how it can possibly be avoided. The
Queen in her speech mentions, "with great concern," that
" the navy and other offices are burthened with heavy debts,
and desires that the like may be prevented for the time to
come."1 And, if it be now possible to prevent the con-
tinuance of an evil that has been so long growing upon us,

1 In her speech at the opening of Parliament on November 27th,
1710, the Queen said: "I cannot without great concern mention to
you, that the Navy and other offices are burthened with heavy debts,
which so far affect the public service, that I most earnestly desire you
to find some way to answer those demands, and to prevent the like for
the time to come." ("Journals of House of Lords," vol. xix.s p. 166.)
[T. S.]